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SUBJECT: WILLY BRANDT WILL ATTEND ICFTU'S 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
CELEBRATION 

1. SUMMARY: FORMER FRG CHANCELLOR WILLY BRANDT WILL BE 
THE PRINCIPAL SPEAKER AT NOVEMBER 21 CEREMONIES IN BRUSSELS 
COMMEMORATING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE ICFTU. THE 
CEREMONIES WILL BE FOLLOWED BY THE REGULAR YEAR-END MEETING 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 EC BRU 09038 191840Z 

OF THE ICFTU EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WHICH IS EXPECTE TO PONDER 
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THE STATUS OF ORIT, THE ICFTU'S REGIONAL ORGANIZATION 
IN LATIN AMERICA. THE COMMITTEE WILL ALSO SELECT THE 
SITE OF THE ICFTU'S 1975 WORLD CONGRESS, NOMINATE THE 
ICFTU MEMBERS OF THE NEW ICFTU-WCL JOINT WORKING 
COMMITTEE AND DETERMINE FUTURE ICFTU POLICY IN GREECE, 
PORTUGAL AND SPAIN. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON NOVEMBER 21, WILLY BRANDT WILL HEAD A LIST OF 
SPEAKERS WHICH INCUDES ILO DIRECTOR GENERAL FRANCIS 
BLANCHARD AT CEREMONIES MARKING THE 25TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF THE FOUNDING OF ICFTU. BELGIAN FGTB LEADER GEORGES 
DEBUNNE AND FRANK WALCOTT OF THE BARBADOES WORKERS UNION 
HAVE EEN DESIGNATED AS THE PRINCIPAL TRADE UNION 
SPEAKERS FOR THE EVENT. 

3. A DISCUSSION OF LATIN AMERICAN PROBLEMS IS EXPECTED 
TO DOMINATE A MEETING OF THE ICFTU EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
FOLLOWING THE CEREMONIES. THE ICFTU SECRETARIAT HAS 
BEEN UNDER CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE FROM AFFILIATES, 
PARTICULARLY THE SCANDINAVIANS. TO REORGANIZE THE 
INTERMAERICAN REGIONAL ORGANIZATION OF WORKERS (ORIT). 

ICFTU GENERAL SECRETARY KERSTEN HAS BEEN RELUCTANT TO 
INTERVENE IN ORIT AFFAIRS BECAUSE OF THECONTINUED 
PRESENCE OF THE AFL-CIO IN THE REGIONAL ORGANIZATION. 
HOWEVER, MANY SCANDINAVIAN LEADERS CONSIDER THE ORIT 
STATEMENT COMMEMORATING THE FIRST ANNIVERSARY OF 
ALLENDE'S FALL IN CHILE LAST SEPTEMBER AS THE LAST 
STRAW IN A LONG SERIES OF ORIT ACTIONS WHICH RUN 
CONTRARY TO ICFTU POLICY. ACCORDING TO ICFTU ASSISTANT 
GENERAL SECRETARY JOHN VANDERVECKE, THE STATEMENT WAS 
SIMILAR TO THAT OF THE AFL-CIO. IF CONDEMS THE 

CHILEAN JUNTA'S ACTIONS SINCE ALLENDE'S OVERTHROW BUT 
CRITICIZES THE ALLENDE REGIME AND JUSTIFIES THE TAKEOVER. 

4. MEXICO CITY. KUALA LUMPUR AND LUXEMBOURG ARE CHIEF 
AMONG THE PROPOSED SITE FOR THE 1975 WORLD CONGRESS OF 
THE ICFTU. THE CONGRESS HAS NVER BEEN HELD OUTSIDE 
EUROPE. THE BRITISH TUC, WITH AN EYE ON THE BUDGET, 

WOULD PREFER TO SEND ITS 15 DELEGATES TO LUXEMBOURG. 

THE GLOBE TROTTING GERMAN DGB LEADERS FAVOR KUALA LUMPUR, 
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BUT MEXCICO CITY SEEMS TO HAVE THE INSIDE TRACK WITH 
MOST EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEMBERS. 

5. GREECE, PORTUGAL AND SPAIN HAVEBEEN EARMAKRED FOR 
SPECIAL ATTENTION AT THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING. 

ACTION PROGRAMS IN EACH COUNTRY ARE EXPECTED TO BE 
DEVELOPED IN CONUNCTION WITH THE WCL AND THE TRADE 
SECRETARIATS OF BOTY ORGANIZATION S .LEADERS OF THE TWO 
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INTERNATIONALS HAVE TOLD US THAT THEY INTEND TO RECTIFY 
THE MISTAKES MADE IN PORTUGAL THUS FAR AND TO AVOID 
THEIR REPETITION IN SPAIN BY ASSURING CLOSE 
COORDINATION OF ALL DEMOCRATIC TRADE UNION ACTIVITIES 
AND SUPPORT PROGRAMS. THE GREEK LABOR FEDERATION HAS 
RF. APPLIED FOR ICFTU MEMBERSHIP BUT SOME FORM OF ICFTU-WCL 
COLLABORATION IS ALSO CONTEMPLATED FOR GREECE.MYERSON 
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